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represented, we should hear no more of " bloated arma-
ments." A reform which would give real, and not
only nominal representation to so-called electors, and
would at the same time include in their number all
those who could be included in it with safety,
would put an end once for all to that "ignorant
patience of taxation," of which Chancellors of the
Exchequer, ashamed of their own estimates, are apt to
speak.

It is to this remedy, and to this only, that we can
now look for economy, not only in the amount taken
from the public by the Treasury, but in the mode of
its application. The nation is not only taxed for
purposes which are unnecessary, but for purposes
which might be effected at much less expense than
that which it is required to pay. That such is the
fact we may be sure, not only from the confessions of
officials out of work, but from the nature of the case.
Something more than responsibility to an assembly
elected by those to whom taxation is no serious evil,
is required to counterbalance the tendency of admi-
nistrative authorities to squander the public money.
Until real political liberty is obtained by the better
portion of the industrial community, the time-
honoured process of Augean accumulation in the
two most expensive departments of the Government
will never be disturbed.

It is this year of a Budget plethoric even beyond
recent experience, and when there is a disposition in
all other respects to increase rather than diminish the
public burdens, which has been thought a fitting